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Ultimate Survival Style Adventure

Project Explanation:

This camp program is a compilation of parts of many previous events organized throughout other camping years. It will utilize, on a much greater scale, the resources of nature and harness the excitement of camping through experiential learning in the woods. A goal of our camp has always been to provide a place for real world experience in a Christian atmosphere while separated from the chaos and stress of the “real world.” With this idea as a focus, we will teach how to co-exist with nature and the people around us. This event is for campers who love being in the woods. Skills such as fire building, nature construction for the group’s home in the woods, orienteering with the use of GPS devices, and tracking will be learned and practiced. Day and night time animals and animal habitats will be observed. The first few days will focus on group challenges including the Adventure Course and High Ropes, as strong, trusting relationships within a group is a must. Speakers will be brought in for specific areas of learning such as forestry management, animal habitats, and astronomy. A group project will be accomplished toward the end of the week. This activity will encompass the building of a Destination Location site shelter where future camp groups that wish to experience nature in a more primitive manner will be able to visit. The week will culminate in camping out in the North Woods with a survival adventure to find their way back to main camp while using their skills and knowledge learned over the week.

Age group: Rising 8-12 grade

Purpose: Engage an age group who we tend to “lose” in camping and deepen their enthusiasm for connection with the outdoors. The long-term benefits of this project and its purpose allow for the continuing of outdoor education. Those involved will have greater respect for nature and will want to pass on their knowledge and experiences to others.

Development: Funding would “set-up” the event for the first summer. 

We hope to expand the event next summer to 2-3 groups.

The “destination location” project will also serve as a model for a series of locations. Themes for such locations include grape vine weaving, clay digs, stone cutting, using nature dyes to stain or decorate fabric, etc. Throughout the summer and fall, approx 750 other campers will spend time in these areas as an experiential learning station.

Funding:

Funding would be used for purchasing GPS units, materials for site improvements, speaker fees, and general supplies for the new Destination Location site.

GPS Units = $1,000 for 10 units

Speakers = $300

Construction Materials = $900 (includes concrete, lumber, and roofing materials)

--------------------------------------

TOTAL = $2,200

Camp Otterbein will fund counselor and resource staff, destination location craft supplies, and consultation with construction.

Other partners include ODNR Forestry Management Plan, Kaleidoscope Master Plan, AEP Tree Farm initiatives, and speakers from Hocking College, Wayne National Forest, Ohio University, and Wildlife Rescue

Timeline:

Camp week will run from July 9-July 14, 2006

Money is needed by:

March 2006 for GPS units

June 2006 for Speakers and Construction

The money requested is funding for an ongoing multi-year program, however we are asking assistance with the one-time set-up costs.

