ACA OHIO SECTION GRANT PROPOSAL

PROJECT TITLE:

CAMP ADAPT

(adversity, diversity, attitude, peers, tolerance)

SPONSORED BY:

CYO CAMP CHRISTOPHER – ACA # 1399

812 Biruta St. 

Akron, Ohio 44307 

CONTACT PERSON:

John Litten, Camp Program Coordinator – ACA # 40059

CYO Camp Christopher

812 Biruta St.

Akron, Ohio 44307


330-376-2267/800-296-2267

jlitten@akroncyo.org
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

This new and innovative program would bring together eighth-graders from diverse Catholic grade schools in the Diocese of Cleveland for an overnight, camping experience at CYO Camp Christopher. We would bring together two classes of eighth-graders, one from an inner-city school and one from a suburban school. They would spend nearly 24-hours learning about diversity in culture, economics, social status, and other areas, all while having to live and work together at Camp Christopher. In those 24-hours, we would utilize a combination of different games and initiatives, role-playing, speakers, tasks, etc. for these children to learn about each other.

The key to the success of this program lies in our Ropes Challenge Course at Camp Christopher. We have a low initiative course whereby teams and groups learn team building, problem solving, communication skills and the like. There are ten permanent low games on the initiative course. We also have a high ropes course that is built on utility poles 28’ off the ground. Participants learn trust, communication, problem solving and such when participating on this “can do” course. A majority of this program would take place on the low and high Ropes Challenge Course.

Individuals from the CYO Camp Christopher staff would staff the program. All instructors on the Ropes Challenge Course have been through a weeklong training and have passed all tests in order to facilitate the course.

We feel that this program is new and innovative for our Section in that it not only teaches and forces teamwork among young people of diverse backgrounds but also does it in a frank and open atmosphere. Camp, in general, is a place where communities are built and people feel accepted unconditionally. What a better group to work with than future high school students and adults in order to teach acceptance and respect for ALL.

SCHEDULE:

DAY ONE

4:00
Arrive at Camp

4:30
Introductions and Overview

6:00
Dinner – Prepared with assistance from the students

7:30 
Games and Interactive Activities

9:00
Discussion on cultures, race, relationships and related experience

10:00
Guest Speaker (s) and Campfire

11:00 
Bedtime and Lights Out

DAY TWO

7:30
Rise

8:00 
Breakfast – Prepared with assistance from the students

9:00
Low Ropes Course Initiatives

11:00
High Ropes Course Initiatives

12:00
Picnic Lunch at the Ropes Course

3:00 
Final Processing and Wrap Up

3:30 
Clean and Depart Camp

BUDGET:

INCOME

Diocese of Cleveland Church in the City Grant
$1,000.00

ACA Ohio Section Grant 



$2,450.00

Program Fees 
150 students x $30.00 per person
$4,500.00







$7,950.00

EXPENSES (based on 150 students)

Meals

$15.00 per person


$2,250.00

Camp Use
$15.00 per person


$2,250.00

(camp, maintenance, insurance, occupancy)

Supplies
$5.00 per person


$750.00

Staff

$700.00 per session x 3 sessions
$2,100.00
(4 staff x $175.00 per staff)





Transportation
$200 per session


$600.00
$7,950.00

Our goal would be to run three sessions in the Spring of 2002 based on the ACA Ohio Section Grant request. We would serve 150 students during these three sessions (50 students per session).

We have already been awarded the Diocese of Cleveland Church in the City Grant. If we were able to procure the ACA Ohio Section Grant, our charge to the students/schools would be $30.00 per student. If we were not awarded the ACA Ohio Section Grant, the cost per student would be $46.00 per student and would make the program cost prohibitive for the schools. 
The Camp ADAPT program model would be available for review and replication by any ACA Ohio Section accredited camp based on request. We will also be available to present a session on this program at the Ohio Camping Conference. Thank you for your assistance and consideration on this program.

