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Fishy Science project proposal:

This project will be connecting the 4-H “Fishy Science” into a permanent outdoor activity available to campers from 4-H and school groups visiting 4-H Camp Whitewood.  Utilizing the established criteria for education through the 4-H Fishy Science program into a format of aesthetic beauty and cooperation, this program will engage students and campers in hands on activities surrounding them in the world of water and its inhabitants.  This program will share with other groups (that visit camp) the development and progress expected continuously throughout the camping season (April through October), through journaling, e-mail and picture documentation.  Our goal is to connect user groups in a shared learning environment.  

Project Explanation:   

 Our Fishy Science program will expand from the 4-H program of learning the basic concepts about fish through the use of a “man made” pond, aquarium and our lake and streams.  Activities will include the cooperative design and construction of a small man made (children made) pond for gold fish, and lessons to increase the knowledge and understanding of the biological and sociological processes impacting our aquatic resources.  Water quality and fish biology will be emphasized through data collection and analysis.  This program will correlate to the state standards for fourth through sixth grade science through established 4-H curriculum and local after school discovery programs.  Our program will incorporate “Hooked on Fishing not on Drugs” and the Ohio Scenic Rivers stream quality monitoring assessment program through fun outdoor activities and hands-on exploration.  Children in our program will not only construct the pond for observation but will need to care for the fish, learning responsibility and cooperation.  Through demonstrations, hands-on activities, and cooperative learning children will develop an appreciation for life within our lakes, ponds, and streams and would strive to protect this valuable resource.  In addition, their work will be shared with professionals in the field allowing mentoring and career counseling for future involvement.  
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Age group 4th -6th grade

Target number of youth 500+

Time frame-June-October 2007-then continuous yearly

Project start up design:
A hole around 2 to 3 feet deep by 6 to 8 feet will be dug through the cooperation of our camp maintenance and staff personnel adjacent to the entrance of the dining hall.  Children will collect with staff support, large rocks from dry creek beds for the finishing work.  Gravel will be placed prior to the pond liner.  The large rocks collected by the children will hold the liner in place and provide support for the fountain for aeration and will create the base for the aquatic plantings.  Children will use their own cooperative creative “eye” for the finishing esthetics through the guidance of camp staff.   
Items needed:

Pond liner

Pea gravel-25 bags

Corrugated pond tubing

Tubing clamps

Tube of silicone caulk

Fountain 

Indoor outdoor carpet scraps

Rent of rotary hammer drill (four hours)

Filter

5 five gallon pails with lids

Electric supplies

Man made pond total costs--$1,000.00
Gold fish for pond and programs (aquarium) $200.00

Aquarium $50.00

Aquatic plants $175.00

Educational materials $150.00

Gloves for children $100.00

Total start up project costs $1675.00

Our request is for the start up funds- ($1675.00) to implement this program in 2007.  Our goal (long term) is to provide hands-on environmental education in the unique outdoor setting of Camp Whitewood, through cooperative learning and established 4-H learning resources for everyone who visits camp.  Once this program is established the costs for maintaining and continuing will be covered within our program budget.  Each year we will look at cooperative learning possibilities through established 4-H and other outdoor science programs to implement within our camp programming thus assisting local schools and educators in science for fun learning experiences.  Fishy Science will be our official start in science programming and design.  Through collective inquiry we will survey the children participating in the program charting the average pre and post knowledge for results.  
Documentation through pictures, journal entry, and letters will be supplied within the required sixty day project completion.  In addition, evaluation through inquiry will be supplied, showing increased knowledge of aquatic resources through this program.  
I thank you for this opportunity to submit this grant

Sincerely,

Carol Bellina, Program Director

4-H Camp Whitewood

7983 S. Wiswell Rd

Windsor, OH 44099

440-272-5275

