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“INTO THE TREES”

“Into the trees” is a technical tree climbing experience that will be available for all of the departments here at YMCA Camp Kern.  I look how high ropes courses, climbing walls, low initiatives and how they enhance team building and outdoor learning skills and it make me realize how technical tree climbing offers the best of both worlds.  This program would allow us to offer a program that is not offered to teens in this area.  This program will allow our teens to develop various skills that will help build there self-esteem and confidence.  The educational aspects and learning outcomes are limitless in this program.  The age range for technical tree climbing ranges from ages (5-60).  This program would be open to all departments here at Camp Kern.  This brings a leadership/teambuilding aspect to conferencing.  Learning new material together builds a strong foundation for adding new skills.    It brings an ecological aspect climbing up in the trees, (i.e. canopy, deciduous forest) for outdoor education.  Tree climbing is a sequential process which always builds skills on top of other skills.  Focus is necessary for technical tree climbing and it opens up the gate for camaraderie.  Problem solving is a very crucial part of technical tree climbing and it will push our guests to experience wonders they have never imagined.  This program offers a great equilibrium between challenging your body and challenging your mind.  Tree climbing brings the adventurous feel that the teens want to experience while they are here at Camp Kern.  Long term this programs unique feel can spread across all camps in the Midwest.  High ropes, climbing walls, and low ropes courses are all fantastic programs that have done very well for us but this cost-efficient program could become very popular.

BUDGET

150 ft. Poison Ivy Rope with eye splice
2 rope and cambium savers

Rope Bag

Lg. Elevation Harness

Harness Ditty Bag

2 loop runners
5 Petz’l Carabineers with 12 leather corner traps

2 Caritool Accessory Carabineers
Split Tail

Grillion Positioning Lanyard

Micro Pulley Kit

Rope Snap

Retriever Reach Tool

Pantin Foot Ascender

Deluxe Throw line Bag and Divider

3 zing-it throw lines
5 assorted throw weights
Total Package - $1,000

At Camp Kern we pride ourselves on our strong program delivery and our attention to detail.  Regardless of whether or not we receive the grant we will not stray from our mission and our “kids first” philosophy.  Although we would want to start this program and get the ball moving so “into the trees” could begin this upcoming summer of 2007.
We would like to start running this program as soon as possible.  Our teen and staff retreats begin in the spring and we would love to start tree climbing in late March.  This request is for an ongoing project which will continue to grow and hopefully be implemented in the core curriculum of each department here at YMCA Camp Kern.

