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Program Purpose:

Girl Scout Camp Molly Lauman and Jackson County Habitat for Humanity worked together during the summer of 2001 to offer an innovative program for older girls wishing to have fun, learn new skills, and explore a variety of construction careers.  Teenage girls applied math skills learned in school to lay subfloors, to build and frame walls, and to measure and cut drywall. To accomplish these tasks, participants learned to listen closely to directions, to communicate with each other clearly, and to work as a team since none was capable of successfully accomplishing these tasks alone.

Program Implementation:

The group of nine, girls and counselors, traveled each day to a Habitat for Humanity building site in Coalton, OH, where they assisted with the building of two homes next door to each other.  Because each home was in a different stage of completion, the group helped install subflooring and frame walls at one house and then move next door to install insulation and hang drywall.  

Since the drive time from camp to building site was about 45 minutes, the group sometimes camped at a nearby campground or “camped” in the home of a local Habitat volunteer, who generously opened his home to the group.  

When not “at work,” the group enjoyed traditional activities at camp, such as horseback riding, swimming, and a much needed rest hour!

Outcomes Measurement:

This is much better summarized in the girls’ own words from the evaluations they completed at the end of this program:

Question 1: What are some of the most important things you learned during this program, even if it has nothing to do with building houses?

“to listen and how to use power tools correctly so I don’t kill myself!”

“the skills I learned: insulation, framing, subflooring, and a little drywall.”

“critical to apply pressure to rear of drill.”

“that you can make an amazing friend in a short time. It was fun!”

Question 2:  What was the hardest thing you did/accomplished this week having to do with Habitat?

“working with a large amount of people.”

“putting up drywall for all the rooms.”

“letting someone else use the drill two inches from my hands!”

“Insulation!  It was hard.  It was hot.  It was itchy!”

Question 3:  What was the hardest thing you did/accomplish this week not having to do with Habitat?

“our night hike to see the fireworks.  It was hard, but I’m glad I did it.”

“getting along with everyone every second of the day.”

“saying goodbye to a lot of really great friends.”

Question 4:  Has this program encouraged you to do more or less volunteer work, why or why not?

“more, because it’s cool to know you you’re helping someone and not expecting anything in return.”

“more, because it’s fun and I like to help out whenever and wherever I can.”

“more, I guess, because building the house for others who are grateful was a fulfilling feeling.”

“more, however, I would probably be more active in activities working with young children.”

Question 5:  What was the most memorable thing this week in your mind?; it can be funny or serious.

“the continual encouragement of the staff and other girls as well as how well we all worked together as a group.”

“Sela’s dancing!  On the seriuos side: looking at something we finished and knowing it’s going to help someone else.”

“having Ed and Norm chuckle at us because we didn’t exactly know what we were doing!”

“the great friendships.”

Summary:

This was the first time Girl Scouts of Seal of Ohio Council have teamed with Habitat for Humanity.  There were some frustrations last spring while attempting to organize this program:  

Our original contact with Habitat for Humanity was the Scioto County Affiliate.  However, this was a newly forming affiliate and they discovered in May that they would not be ready to build a house during the summer of 2001.  However, before contacting us with the bad news, Scioto County’s vice-president contacted Jackson County to see if they would allow us to work them.  They agreed wholeheartedly and were very welcoming, even providing our group with places to stay some nights.  

Another frustration was trying to recruit campers who met Habitat’s minimum age requirement of 16 years old.  Initial interest was from girls, ages 13 to 15, but after we mailed a recruitment letter directly to the home of every registered Senior Girl Scout in our council, we did form a group of five girls and four staff.   The ACA grant also helped us recruit girls for this program by providing us with the financial resources needed to keep the camp fee for this program very low, particularly since the girls did not understand why they should pay to work.
The success of last year’s program made the initial frustrations well worth the challenge. Another session of Habitat for Humanity is in our 2002 summer resident camp schedule.  We know there are girls out there who can’t wait to be old enough to participate in this program, and Jackson County has already extended us an invitation to help with their two new houses in McArthur, Ohio this summer! 

