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Mary Ennis Retires After Fifty-Three Years of Servi ce to 
ACA  

Mary Ennis has been part of the ACA fabric for as long as 
most of us have enjoyed this Association. She began her 
career at the American Camp Association in 1955. Hired for a 
temporary job to help move the ACA headquarters to their 
new building in Bradford Woods and get things organized, 
Mary's "temporary" job extended for fifty-three short years. Her 
warm smile and friendly voice helped many of us find the best 
ACA resources for our specific needs.  

Mary had several titles during her tenure—her latest was 
corporate secretary, but, as she says, "The work was always 
the same." She saw ACA through several capital campaigns 
and building projects and the establishment of many new 
programs and projects. She witnessed the ACA's branding 
initiative and name change and helped the Association adapt 
to three logo changes, although she still has a fondness for 
the "acorn." During her fifty-three years, she has supported 
the work of five executive directors, five interim executive 
directors, and twenty-four national presidents. She has seen 
the organization grow from a technically bankrupt association 
to one with nearly eight thousand members. She has endured 
more board meetings than many of us can imagine.  

Through all the changes, Mary Ennis was steady as a rock—
always there to assist the staff and provide unwavering 
support for ACA volunteers. Her organizational prowess, her 
knowledge of ACA history, and her devotion to her work and 
to our volunteers will be missed. The American Camp 
Association had the remarkable good fortune that a temporary 
job in 1955 turned into a life-long commitment to ACA, the 
camp experience, and youth. 

Mary will enjoy her retirement by traveling, gardening, and 
helping ACA as a volunteer prepare the Association for its 
100th anniversary. We welcome Mary into this new role as a 
well-known volunteer. Who better to help us organize our 
historical documents and help us tell our story? Our story will 
be that much richer and all of our memories that much deeper 
because of Mary's grace and dedication.  

Please share your memories and messages—your 
appreciation and celebration—with Mary by writing her in care 
of the ACA National Office, 5000 State Rd 67 N., Martinsville, 
IN 46151. We will forward all your letters to her. 
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Reader's Digest Foundation: 'Make It Matter' Grants  
To identify people whose stories of giving back ins pire others, the 
foundation will donate funds to a nonprofit organiz ation associated 
with a particular story or cause. Anyone can submit  a story about an 
effective or inspiring group, which will be publish ed on the website; the 
nonprofits selected will receive funds up to $100,0 00. Deadline: Jan. 1, 
2009. 
 
Federal Grant Opportunities for Children and Famili es 
The Administration for Children and Families within  the Department of 
Health and Human Services oversees federal programs  that promote 
the economic and social well-being of families, chi ldren, individuals and 
communities. Deadlines vary.  
 
Allen Foundation   
The Allen Foundation supports projects throughout t he world that 
promote human nutrition in the areas of health, edu cation, training, 
and research. The Foundation's grantmaking prioriti es include: 
nutritional education for mothers during pregnancy and after the birth 
of their children, training for educators and demon strators of good 
nutritional practices, and the dissemination of hea lthful nutritional 
information. Relevant nutritional research projects  are also supported. 
The application deadline is December 31, 2008. Visi t the website listed 
above to take the eligibility quiz and submit an on line application.  
 

SITE & FACILITY 
SF-16 Bunk Guardrails: Upper bunks must have guardrails if 
used for children under 16. 
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GREEN SPOKEN 
HERE 
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The information presented here does not 
necessarily reflect the views of ACA 
Indiana. Special thanks for contributions: 
ACA Research Team, Connect For Kids, 
Nonprofit Times, Charity Advantage,  
Forum for Youth Investment, Youth 
Service America, ACA, United Way 
Elkhart County,  
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Established in 1956, the Foundation Center is the nation's leading 
authority on philanthropy, connecting nonprofits and the grantmakers 
supporting them to tools they can use and information they can trust. The 
Center maintains the most comprehensive database on U.S. grantmakers 
and their grants — a robust, accessible knowledge bank for the sector. It 
also operates research, education, and training programs designed to 
advance philanthropy at every level. The Center's web site receives more 
than 47,000 visits each day, and thousands of people gain access to free 
resources in its five regional library/learning centers and its national 
network of more than 340 Cooperating Collections. 
(www.foundationcenter.org) 
*************************************** 
New Action Kit to Help Cities Create Youth Master Plans 
National League of Cities has published a new action kit for municipal 
leaders on Creating a Youth Master Plan . This publication offers 
practical advice to cities using the familiar concept of a master plan to 
better coordinate services and opportunities for young people. Click here. 
 
*************************************************** *******  
A SURVIVAL KIT FOR FUNDRAISING IN A BAD ECONOMY 
A tumultuous economy can present unique challenges for nonprofit 
fundraising. Looking for ways to cope? AFP (Association of Fundraising 
Professionals) has compiled a toolkit of resources to advise and guide 
fundraisers in tough economic times. 
http://www.fundsraiser.com/oct08/news.html 
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