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Grants for Boating  – Cherie Hammond of Camp Speers-Ejabar 
writes: “West Marine has a grant program through wh ich they 
will provide you with free equipment.  I filled out  the quick two 
page application in April and two weeks later they shipped 
40+ lifejackets to help us promote boating with you th. You 
can apply every 2 years. I figure this is a "no bra iner" for most 
of us. You can bet I already have it on my April 20 10 calendar 
to apply again.  Here’s the web site:   
http://www.westmarine.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet /Dis
playPageView?storeId=10001&langId=-
1&catalogId=10001&page=DonationsAndSponsorships&sec ti
on=about_wm   ” – contact Cherie at 
cherie@campspeersymca.org   
 

SITE & FACILITY 
Are Your Playgrounds Safe?  – Too often, the answer is “no.” 
A good resource is a free download (best printed ou t in 
color) from the US Consumer Product Safety Commissi on: 
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/325.pdf .  It covers 
playground safety for both design and maintenance, with 
clear illustrations and tables.  For instance, they  rate these 
groundcovers:  
9 inches of Shredded/recycled rubber protects falls  to 10 
feet  
9 inches of          Wood Chips              protec ts falls to 10 feet  
9 inches of           Pea Gravel                 pr otects falls to 5 feet  
9 inches of               Sand                      protects falls to 4 feet  
Here’s a simple playground inspection form:  
http://www.iml.org/dbs/imlrma/files/Forms/Playgroun d%20S
afety%20Inspection%20Checklist.pdf   
 

E-INSTITUTE 
�����������	
���
���	���
�����
�� �
���
�	���������
�	�������
��
�������
��	
���
������������
����
�	���
������
�����	��

����������������������������
������
�������������������
��	����������������	
���
�
��	��������
�����������
�	 �
!������	����������
���
�	�
����	���
�������������
�����������	�������
�
���
������"�	���
����
���
��#
����
��������������
��
���������#����
�����������
������������������
������
��
���	���	���
����
���
���������������	�����
�
�
�����������������
������ �
$�
���%���   

 
TECH TIPS  

Choosing the Best Internet 
Connection  
In order to choose the right 
Internet access plan, you need a 
solid understanding of your 
organization’s current and future 
technology needs. Check out 
some factors your nonprofit 
should consider when shopping 
for a new ISP.�
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GREEN SPOKEN 
HERE 

For OEE Staff:  
http://www.meera.snre.umic
h.edu/  is the location for a 
new way to evaluate the 
success of your OEE 
programs.   Take a look now 
and you may be able to use 
it this fall.  
 
Reviewed by a former ACA 
Indiana President, Jim Parry 
(Collin County YMCA 
Adventure Camp, TX):  “It’s 
very professional.  The 
evaluation method is 
scholarly, and therefore 
valid.  The programs that 
have already used it are 
mostly nature centers, 
museums, zoos, and parks 
(e.g. Disney). There’s no 
ready-to-use form; you still 
need to make your own. But 
the guidelines are thorough, 
helpful and easy to navigate. 
It does not include the 
"camp" adventure 
and affective sides (the 
examples are environmental 
science oriented), though 
one could use these 
resources to include that. In 
short, it tells you how to do it 
right, but you still have to do 
it. There are several examples 
of studies that could be used 
to ‘justify’ your program to a 
school official.” 
 

The information presented here does not 
necessarily reflect the views of ACA 
Indiana. Special thanks for contributions: 
Y-USA Camping Update, Strive, Non-
Profit Times, IYI, Y-USA Camping Update, 
Shawn Renner, ACA, Indiana Wesleyan 
University, Kosciusko Community 
Foundation, Peg Smith’s blog, Techsoup,  
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