
Marketing The ACA Influence and Demographics

Leadership
The American Camp Association® (ACA) is a community of camp profession-
als who, for nearly 100 years, have joined together to share their knowledge 
and experience to ensure the quality of camp and youth development programs. 
ACA is the largest association serving the organized camp industry, the only 
organization that provides accreditation for camps, and the leader in the field 
with nationally recognized standards for camp administration. 

ACA serves as the knowledge resource center for the camp industry and 
families — educating camp owners, directors, and staff in the important 
work of promoting the quality, health, and safety of camp.

Stability
•	 Established in 1910.
•	 200,000+ ACA Web site visitors per month.

ACA Accreditation
More than 2,400 camps are accredited by ACA. ACA-accredited camps 
meet up to 300 standards for health, safety, and program quality.

The Camp Marketplace 
•	 More than 11 million children and adults annually benefit from camp.

•	 More than 12,000 camps exist in the U.S.

•	 An estimated 5,000 day camps exist in the U.S.

•	 Approximately 35,000 international camp staff are counselors in cultural 
exchange programs.

•	 Approximately 1,200,000 jobs are filled each year by college students, 
teachers, doctors, nurses, and many others who wish to make a positive 
impact in the lives of the nation’s youth.

•	 A growing industry — Camp enrollment has increased an average of 1-3 
percent over 2006. 

Economic Impact
•	 The administration of organized camp in the U.S., including program  

budgets and the investment in facilities, is an estimated $20 billion industry.
•	 Organized camps represent substantial investments in property and facili-

ties. Labor costs consist of approximately 40 percent of residential camp 
expenses and 54 percent of day camp expenses.

The mission of the American Camp 
Association is enriching the lives 
of children, youth, and adults 
through the camp experience. 




